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B B TR AL R 20 Register@NorthCountyChineseSchool.org

2019-20 # & p: % #H > > 8/24/2019
3+ 2L Mesa Verde Middle School

First day of school ~ Saturday, 8/24/2019
Location: Mesa Verde Middle School

AP 2 3Rp B LosIBE P R8P > 8/25/2019, F ki Bh: A< ¢ o
9888 Carroll Centre Road, Suite #122, San Diego, CA 92126

AP and some Credit Class(es): Sunday, 8/25/2019, Location: Learning Center, 9888
Carroll Centre Road, Suite #122, San Diego, CA 92126

2019-208 & & ~ 2 RIS PR F L2 AR ERMEI S KNER
e xb 2 # hitp://www.northcountychineseschool.org 4-5 B 42 » 3% 28: <Info@
NorthCountyChineseSchool.org> 1 & * ™} #1F % @5 F AR F B T
T AeFLB LIRS A BRG BP Eris T3 G fE o

2019-20 Placement Tests in August Placement Test info will be announced at school

website at the end of July, please visit school web site at http://www.northcountychi-

neseschool.org for details. Please direct your questions to <Info@NorthCountyChi-
neseSchool.org> Please note: All tests are subject to availability of each class. The
Placement Test Committee has the right to cancel the test if the class is full before the
placement test. Thanks for your understanding.
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A cooking demo event sponsored by the
San Diego Double Ten Celebration Committee and
co-sponsored by the San Diego Chinese
Culture Association on 06/01 had promoted the
famous Taiwanese cuisine. With the support of SDC-
CA board members, staff of North County
Chinese School, and friends of San Diego Chinese
community, the event was a big success.
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¥ %m | Commentary

Kent Yen

“Traditional or Simplified?” My opinion, My suggestion
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“To use Traditional characters or

Simplified characters?” this question seems
so simple, yet so complex, the answer is
complicated and influenced by factors such as
personal desire, convenience, family history,
society or family pressures, political

affinity or difference. In a few paragraphs,

I will make answering this question a cinch,

a simple task that shouldn’t take too much
effort to answer.

I will start by describing my own
childhood experience in learning Chinese. |
grew up in an environment where Traditional
characters were the only available “form” of
Chinese to learn. I attended 5 1/2 years of
the elementary school in Taiwan, and never
officially “graduated”. During those years, |
learned to read and write traditional

NE - J7)

characters, I was told, writing Chinese
characters is like performing art, each
character shows the history and evolution of
character to convey the meaning and ideas of
its speech and passages. Each character can be
“decomposed” into smaller parts where each
part also has a meaning. The final character is
essential “the sum of its parts” and to
remember how to write each character, one
can start by thinking about its meaning and the
ideas the character tries to convey, stroke by
stroke, piece part by piece part, then the whole
character will be form and complete. It is also,
for this reason, I learned Chinese calligraphy
using brush—pen, where each character is
written in a “proper form” to show its art,
beauty, and dignity. These childhood
memories no doubt has had an immense
influence on my opinions.
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Simplified characters started appear-
ing in my surroundings approximately 10+
years ago. Many years have gone by since
those elementary school years and many
years of not thinking about learning to read
and write Chinese in any significant way,
the sudden abundant appearance of the
simplified character and its high degree of
discussion and usage stunned me. I still
remember telling my mother “I did not find
my first good paying job (a job that allowed
me to pay off my student loan, pay off my
car loan and pay rent) by using any
Chinese”. This was also the time, together
with my wife, started thinking about if we
want our first born son to know and learn
the Chinese language. The late coming of
simplified character form inherently
presented itself at a disadvantage position
when asking traditional character learners to
accept and adopt the simplified form.
However, as I dug more and deeper into
this topic, I realized simplified characters
invented, used, and flourished for many
good and valid reasons. These valid reasons
include (but not limited to) fewer strokes to
write, less time in completing each
character, integration of pinyin system using
English alphabet with Chinese

pronunciation (romanization) and the
allowance of the general mass population in
mainland China to learn to read and write
during its early history.

In today’s time, with the mass usage of
computers and digital devices, no longer is
writing Chinese an arduous task where every
single “stroke” needs to be written in a proper
way or “form”. Chinese language can be
“translated” to/from ether forms by using
software such as Google Translate, and many
others of which I am not familiar. In recent
years, | found myself relying more and more on
using Google Translate to read different texts
and forms. I found myself learning a
tremendous amount of Chinese languages and
phrases just by correcting the idiosyncrasy
translations from Google Translate, just as the
saying goes, “Learn by Understanding Mistakes
and Correcting Mistakes”.

I certainly do not advocate arbitrary
changing any culture’s writing system only for
the reason of “ease of use”, but since history
has come to its course, it has presented today’s
generation with 2 forms of Chinese writing for
Chinese learners, and each form has its
advantages and disadvantages, praises, and
criticisms. I think the fundamental questions to
ask are ... “Do you intend to communicate?”
and “How do want you to communicate?”” In
my opinion, if different forms of writing
systems can enhance communication, provide a
better understanding, promote mutual learning
and friendship, then both forms are good forms
and worth learning and knowing.

I like to close this commentary by stating

the importance of practicing good
communication in today’s society. In addition to
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“speaking”, we rely on written words to
communicate to the other person. Written
words are a way to transmit thoughts and
ideas to the receivers, and thoughts and
ideas are the basis for human interaction
that promotes harmony and advancement in
a civil society. Practicing good
communication reduces misunderstanding
and allows the delivery of goods and
services accurately in this highly
interconnected world we live in today.
So... above 2 questions remain

1. “Do you intend to communicate?”
2. “How do you want to communicate?”

To enhance my theme to promote
better communication, this commentary
will be published using 2 languages with
3 written forms. The publication will span
amongst three different editions. The
English written form is published in this
edition, followed by Simplified Chinese
form in the next edition, then, Traditional
Chinese form. The alphabetical order of the
first letter of below three words determines
the order of publication

1. (E)nglish
2. (S)implified
3. (T)raditional

If you can only read 1 or 2 of these
forms, then, in my opinion, you still have
learning work to do. If you can read all 3
forms, then, I will give you a thumbs up and
shake your hands.
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Great News! The Diabolo Dance Theatre from Taiwan is coming to perform on 9/15/2019,
and this is the only performance in Southern California during this Goodwill Mission.

The online ticket sale will kick off on 7/15. Early Bird special will be available if you pur-
chase tickets before 8/15.
Please check our school web site or email <sandiego.doubleten@gmail.com>

for more details.

The promo video link:
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 https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qqdXxBW9z7eHCdQkbTpH6zFqJp-tlDUT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qqdXxBW9z7eHCdQkbTpH6zFqJp-tlDUT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qqdXxBW9z7eHCdQkbTpH6zFqJp-tlDUT

